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EARLE BECOMES HALL OF FAME TEACHER 


McBee High School Agriculture teacher 
Mr. Patrick Earle will take his place among 
the best teachers in America during a three- 
day induction into The National Teachers 
Hall of Fame June 15 - 17 in Emporia, 
Kansas. 

A 30-year veteran of teaching, Earle 
is only the second teacher from South 
Carolina to be inducted into The National 
Teachers Hall of Fame. 

Earle learned of his award during a 
surprise ceremony at McBee High School 
on Tuesday, April 12 where he was 
honored by his local school administration, 
members of the National Teachers Hall of 
Fame and State School Superintendant, 

Dr. Mick Zais. In addition, Representative 
Jay Lucas and Senator Vincent Sheheen 
presented Mr. Earle with a concurrent 
resolution from the South Carolina 
Legislature honoring his accomplishments. 

Earle is quick to give all of the credit 
for this award to his students. He states 
“It’s nothing I did, it is all about the 
students”. Earle’s philosophy in teaching 
is that every student can succeed. It is 
the teacher’s job to make them realize 
their potential. He states that Agricultural 
Education is the perfect tool to accomplish 
this. One needs only to look at the FFA 
motto to see what Agricultural Education is 
all about. If students have the opportunity 
to learn by doing, it exposes them to 
connections between the classroom 
and the real world through everyday 
examples. As a result students realize that 
classroom learning is meaningful while 
also developing confidence that they can 
succeed. 

The success of the Agriculture program 
at McBee High School is evident as you 
enter the E.B. Earle Agricultural building, 
named for Pat’s father who taught at 
McBee High School for 41 years. The 
entrance is decorated with rows of plaques 
and awards as well as an impressive row 
of photos of all of the past state officers 
from the chapter. Hanging from the ceiling 
are the many Governor’s Citations that 
the chapter has won. But perhaps the 
greatest sign of success is the interest 
in the program from the student body at 
McBee High School where over half of the 
students enrolled in the school are enrolled 
in one of Mr. Earle’s classes. 

Earle will join teachers from Indiana, 
Maryland, Virginia, and Washington for 
a series of recognition events in Emporia, 
KS. which include meeting with attendees 
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at a Future Teacher Academy, 

a roundtable discussion, 
community events, and a banquet 
and induction ceremony. 

The five educators to be 
inducted were selected by a 
national selection committee 
which met in March. “The 
selection committee is comprised 
of representatives from national 
educational organizations 
and NTHF membership. The 
committee evaluates the nominees 
on responses to questions 
regarding their professional 
profile, their teaching both 
inside and outside the 
classroom, educational issues 
and accountability,” said Jenny 
Harder, Director of Induction and 
Recognition. 

The National Teachers Hall of 
Fame was founded in Emporia, 
KS. in 1989 to honor elementary 
and secondary teachers and the 
teaching profession through 
a recognition program and 
museum. Nominees must be 
certified public or non-public 
schoolteachers, active or 
retired, with at least 20 years of 
experience in teaching grades 
pre-K - 12. 

Since the inaugural induction 
ceremonies in 1992, 95 educators 
from 34 states and the District of 
Columbia have been inducted. 
This year’s class of inductees 
represents the 20th anniversary of 
NTHF induction ceremonies. 
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Agri-Supply 
AgSouth Farm Credit 
AMSOIL/AGgrand 
Americot 
ArborOne Farm Credit 


Birdsong Peanuts 


Carolina Easter, Inc — Chester 
Cheminova 
Clemson University 
Cotton Hills Farm 
Duke Energy 
DuPont 
Embassy Suites Hotel 
Fastline 
Helena 
Hy-Capacity 
Jaderloon 
KMC 
Learning Labs, Inc. 
Massey Ferguson 
Mixon Seed Co. 
Monsanto 


McLean Marechal Agency — 
Nationwide Insurance 


Orangeburg Foods 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc 
Schaeffer’s Specialized Lubricants 
South Carolina Beef Board 


South Carolina Nursery and 
Landscape Association 


South Carolina Peanut Board 


South Carolina 
Watermelon Association 


Southern States, Inc 
Stephenson Dairy 
Sunbelt Ag Exposition 
Sunny Day Farm 
USDA/NASS Field Office 
Valent USA 
W.P. Law, Inc 


THE SOUTH CAROLINA YOUNG FARMER AND 
AGRIBUSINESS ASSOCIATION STATE CONVENTION 


The South Carolina Young Farmer and Agribusiness Association 
experienced a successful state conference at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel and Charleston Convention Center located in North Charleston 
on January 14-15. 

The conference program began on Friday with a seminar for 
Agricultural Educators and concluded with an awards banquet and 
entertainment which featured the Magic of Michael Bairefoot. 

The awards that were presented at the Friday evening banquet 
included: the Farm Shop Award, Energy Efficiency, Conservation, and the Horticulture Award. 

Saturday’s program began early with a Business Session followed by informative educational 
workshops on Farm Liability, Renewable Energy, SC Branded Products, and The SC New and 
Beginning Farmer Grant Program. 

The awards luncheon included recognition of region and state champions in various crop and 
production categories. An ice cream social with the exhibitors followed lunch. 

The Saturday awards banquet featured the recognition of the Outstanding Young Farmer, the 
Outstanding Agribusiness Person, Outstanding Chapter Advisor, and Outstanding Chapter Awards. 
A successful and profitable auction led by Auctioneer Sam Smith ended the conference. 

State officers elected include Jeremy Holtzclaw, President, Iva; JEB Wilson, President-Elect, 
Chester; Tim Kelley, Piedmont Region Vice President, Iva; Matt Watson, Mid-State Region Vice 
President, Chester; Tripp Kemp, Lower-State Region Vice President, Orangeburg; Chris Bradham, 
Pee Dee Region Vice President, Dalzell; Wes Ulmer, Past-President/ Treasurer, Lodge; Steve 
Sanderson serves as Executive Director for the organization. The advisor for the organization Is 
Billy Keels, State Director of Agriculture Education. 


AGRICULTURE EDUCATION SUCCESS STORY 
MARION HUGGINS 


Marion Huggins had a desire to farm at an early 
age. In fact, he made the tough decision to change 
schools so that he could attend Mayewood High 
School, where he could enroll in an Agricultural 
Education program and participate in the FFA. 

At Mayewood, his agriculture teacher was Mr. 
Reginald Greene. He says that it was Mr. Greene 
who taught him to figure out ways to solve problems 
and to not be afraid to take a chance. It was in high 
school that Marion decided that he wanted to farm. 
However, not being from a farm, he had no land to 
inherit. Therefore he knew that if he was to farm, he would have to start from scratch. 

He began by working for C.E. Phillips Farm and worked every year to acquire his own land. He 
then had the opportunity to rent and work a 1400 acre farm if he purchased all of the equipment, 
shop and buildings. 

Today Marion is a successful farmer. He currently produces tobacco, corn and soybeans. In 
addition, he has begun a truck crop operation where he grows squash under a contract. 

Since the purchase of the farm, he has worked to keep up all equipment and has made some 
purchases of new equipment. Marion also has made some improvements such as moving all 
tobacco barns to one location to make operation more efficient. In addition, he was able to purchase 
additional grain storage which he modified and adapted to his needs. 

Some key production adjustments had to be made to his operation as well. Weed control is 
always a concern in his area. To reduce the buildup of resistant pigweed, he has reduced the amount 
of Round-Up Ready® crops. He also has established crop rotation and utilizes no-till on all crops 
except tobacco and squash. 

Marion’s farm strategy is to maintain diversity in his operation, grid fields and plot on GPS for 
sampling, and maintain good records. He also always maintains an exit strategy. He states that it is 
his goal that if something ever happened to him, that he can walk away from the operation debt free. 
Therefore he manages his operation from year to year while incurring as little debt as possible. 

Marion is currently an active member of the East Clarendon Young Farmer Chapter where his 
advisor is Bert Beasley, and he attributes his success to the skills that he learned from Mr. Greene, 


his agriculture teacher and FFA Advisor. 


Vol. XII Issue 2 2011 


MARION HUGGINS NAMED STATE 
FARMER OF THE YEAR 


Marion Huggins, of the East Clarendon 
Young Farmer and Agribusiness Chapter, 
was recently named State Farmer of the Year 
by the South Carolina Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Association. 

Mr. Huggins was presented the award 
by Karen Baxley, Regional Vice President 
of AgSouth Farm Credit, who sponsors the 
award. The award was presented at the SC 
Young Farmers and Agribusiness Association 
Annual Convention, which was held in 
Charleston. 

He is currently an active member of the 
East Clarendon Young Farmer Chapter where 
his advisor is Bert Beasley. 


The Lower-State 
Farmer of the 
Year is Henry 

Herndon of 
the Colleton- 
Bamberg 
Chapter. His 
Advisors are 
Travis Ard and 
Mindy Sandifer. 


The Piedmont 
Farmer of the 
Year is Ernie 
Major of the 
Belton-Honea 
Path Chapter. 
His Advisor is 
Glenn Stevens. 


2011 South Carolina 
Young Farmer & Agribusiness Association 
Summer Tour 
July 22-23, 2011 in Union County 


Hosted by the 
Union Young Farmers 
For More Information Go To www-scaged.org 


SCYFAA AWARD 
WINNERS 


Irrigated Corn 
William Jameson 
Edisto Chapter 


Non-Irrigated Corn 
Kayson Strickland 
Green Sea Floyds Chapter 


Non-Irrigated Soybeans 
Kayson Strickland 
Green Sea Floyds Chapter 


Cotton 
Daniel Garrick 
Edisto Chapter 


Peanuts 
Kayson Strickland 
Green Sea Floyds Chapter 


Small Grain 
Ricky McDaniel 
Sumter Chapter 


Beef Cattle 
Jason McGee 
Crescent Chapter 


Energy Efficiency 
Tim Kelley 
Crescent Chapter 


Horticulture 
Brian Latimer 
Belton Honea Path Chapter 


Conservation 
Frank McLeod 
Sumter Chapter 


Farm Shop 
Ricky McDaniel 
Sumter Chapter 


Advisor of the Year 
Tim Keown 
Crescent Chapter 


Chapter President Award 
Jeremy Holtzclaw 
Crescent Chapter 


Chapter of the Year 
Crescent 


TOM KEMP NAMED STATE ‘a 
AGRIBUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 
4 


j 


Tom Kemp, of the East Clarendon Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Chapter, was 
recently named State Agribusiness Person of 
the Year by the South Carolina Young Farmer 
and Agribusiness Association. 

Mr. Kemp was presented the award by 
Chris Collins of ArborOne Farm Credit. The 
award, sponsored by ArborOne Farm Credit, 
was presented at the SC Young Farmers and 
Agribusiness Association Annual Convention, 
which was held in Charleston. 

Tom is a member of the East Clarendon 
Young Farmer Chapter where his advisor is 
Bert Beasley. 


The Mid-State 
Agribusiness 
Person of the 

Year is Frazier D. 

Riley, Jr. of the 

Saluda Chapter. 
His Advisor is 

Amanda Nichols. 
Also Pictured is Chris Collins of 
ArborOne, who sponsored the award. 


The Piedmont 
Agribusiness 
Person of the 
Year is Brian 
Latimer of the 
Belton-Honea 
Path Chapter. His 
Advisor is 
Glen Stevens. 


The Lower-State 
Agribusiness 
Person of the Year 
is Tripp Kemp 
of the Edisto 
Chapter. His 
Advisor is Barry 
Hawkins. 
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President Simpson Goes 
to Washington 


Katie Simpson attended the 38th anniversary of 
National Ag Day (March 15, 2011), which is celebrated in 
classrooms and communities across the country and is part 
of National Ag Week (March 13-19, 2011). Katie joined 
over 85 representatives from National Agri-Marketing 
Association (NAMA), National 4-H, AG fraternities, 
Agriculture Future of America (AFA), Collegiate FFA, and 
National FFA. The group had the opportunity to hear a 
presentation by Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Kathleen 
Merrigan at the National Ag Day coffee held at the USDA 
office. Katie also visited with US House of Representative 
Jeff Duncan and US Senator Lindsey Graham’s agriculture 
and education staff members. 

“This trip in particular was extremely special and 
one to remember because | got the chance to see what 
other agriculture organizations do as well as advocating 
for agriculture with others outside of FFA and as always 
having the wonderful opportunity to make friends and meet 
new people never seizes to enrich my life and makes the 
entire trip one I”I] never forget!” Simpson stated. 

National Ag Day is organized by the Agriculture 
Council of America. ACA is a nonprofit organization 
composed of leaders in the agricultural, food and fiber 
community, dedicating its efforts to increasing the public’s 
awareness of agriculture’s role in modern society. 

The National Ag Day program encourages every 
American to: 

* understand how food and fiber products 

are produced. 

* appreciate the role agriculture plays in 

providing safe, abundant and affordable products. 

+ value the essential role of agriculture in maintaining 

a strong economy. 

* acknowledge and consider career opportunities in 

the agriculture, food and fiber industry. 


A agi 


Vol. XII Issue 2 2011 


Officer's Correspondence 


State FFA Officers 
Announce ¥4 Annual 
Stake Convention 


On behalf of the 2010-11 State Officer Team, I would like to 
announce that the State FFA Convention is scheduled to be held 
at Clemson University, June 8-10, 2011. The business and general 
sessions will be held in the Brooks Center for the Performing Arts on 
the campus. 

The first general session will begin at 6:30 PM, Wednesday, 

June 8", with an official welcome to Clemson University by Dean 
Thomas R. Scott, - College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life 
Sciences. Outstanding FFA chapters will be recognized as National 
Chapter winners in the Superior, Bronze Emblem, Silver Emblem 
and Gold Emblem categories. The 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the New Farmers of America (NFA) will be celebrated. A number 
of scholarships will be awarded during this session, and we will 
hear our keynote speaker, Jerry Ackerman. Mr. Ackerman is a 
motivational speaker that will inspire all of us. 

On Thursday, June 9", the state finals in eight career development 
events (CDE) will be conducted that morning. The second general 
session will begin at 1:30 PM with the recognition of state 
champions in CDE’s held during the school year, and we will be 
conferring the State FFA Degrees to our best members. Among the 
highlights of the Thursday evening’s 6:30 PM session, there will 
be an address by National FFA President, Riley Pagett, a junior at 
Oklahoma State University majoring in Agricultural Communication. 
The FFA Stars over South Carolina Ceremony will recognize 
regional and state stars in farming, agribusiness and agricultural 
placement. A number of Honorary State Degrees will also be 
presented to friends and supporters of the FFA. After the session join 
everyone for the convention social at the Union. You can bowl, play 
pool, play video games, or just meet some great people. 

The closing session on Friday morning will include the 
announcement of state winners in career development events held 
during the convention and other recognition programs. This is also 
the sad part of the convention for our state officer team but the start 
of an exciting year for the six new state FFA officers as they are 
elected at the conclusion of the session. 

So come join Courtney, Holly, Seamus, Scott, Troy, myself and 
around six hundred of our closest friends at Clemson. 


Kali Simpsow 


2010-11 SC FFA President 


Kokz named FFA Center 
Program Director 


The SC FFA Association is 
pleased that Carl Kotz will be serving 
as the Camp Program Director. Carl 
is a Cum Laude graduate of Clemson 
University in 2003 with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism Management. He was 
recipient of both the Stevenson- 
Smith-Lovet Outstanding Student 
Award (outstanding rising Senior in the PRTM program) and the Bert 
and Johnnie Brantley Outstanding Student Award (outstanding senior in 
the PRTM program). Carl has extensive experience in running camping 
programs. In addition, he has worked for Clemson University Football, 
University of Connecticut Football and the Jacksonville Jaguars where he 
has related experiences in managing camps, organizing data, negotiating 
travel arrangements and fundraising. 

When asked about his new position Carl was quoted saying “I look 
forward to continuing the excellence that the FFA Center has been known 
to offer to campers throughout the years, and working to help it to continue 
to grow into a destination that every FFA Chapter in the state will continue 
to visit and use throughout the years to come.” 


A Message from the 
FFA Center 


The fields are empty, the boathouse is closed, and 
the sound of laughter and singing in the dining hall 
is long overdue. It is amazing that camp is just a few 
short weeks away, and the summer of 2011 brings 
much anticipation with the new staff at the SC FFA 
Center. With warm weather and sunshine to look 
forward to during the weeks of camp, new activities 
and challenges can be expected for the campers. 

At the FFA Center we urge campers to think 
outside the box and overcome challenges (competing 
in the yearly cardboard project, paddling a kayak 
on the ocean, or flying down the zip line) they may 
only face at camp. At FFA Camp new experiences 
are always on the horizon. This summer we look 
forward to having the campers light a campfire, 
play basketball, score the winning run in kickball, 
visit attractions found on the Grand Strand, building 
friendships to last a lifetime, and last but not least - 
HAVE ONE OF THE BEST SUMMERS OF THEIR 
LIVES. 
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FFA MEMBERS CELEBRATE 


Hundreds of high school agricultural education 
students and FFA members attended the SC 
FFA-sponsored State Legislators Appreciation 
Ceremony in Columbia on February 23. 

FFA members spent the moming visiting their 
representatives to learn more on how our state 
government works and to thank them for their 
dedication to South Carolina. More than 1,000 FFA 
members, advisors and guests from throughout 
South Carolina gathered on the steps of the State 
Capitol for a recognition ceremony. The Colors 
were presented by Pendleton FFA members: 
Tracy Grate, Bryanna Moore, Brandi Partain, 
Mack Anderson, and Kenneth Smith. The national 
anthem was sung by Pendleton FFA member 
Mackenzie Mullikin. 

The State FFA Officers, on behalf of the 
National FFA Organization, presented the 
prestigious Honorary American FFA Degree 
to retired Agricultural Educator, E.B. Earle, 
and Kemp McLeod, owner of McLeod’s Farm 
and Macs Pride Brand. Both are from McBee. 


The purpose of the Honorary American degree The 2010-11 state FFA officers 
is to recognize individuals who have rendered Shan z se 
¢ : x Z State VP Seamus Cassidy - Aiken: 
outstanding service to agricultural education and K State Secretary 
‘= State VP Scott Sherard - Calhoun Falls; ’ 
the FFA program. 5 Troy Dobbins and 
a State VP Courtney Threatt - McBee; 3 
The Honorable Harvey Peeler, a member of . ; 5 Senator Harvey S. Peeler 
: Senator Daniel B. Verdin - Laurens, Chairman - ie 
the SC Senate from Gaffney, SC, was presented : ; : : - Gaffney 
os Senate Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee; 
the Honorary State FFA Degree. The purpose eonieee f 
: State President Katie Simpson - Abbeville; 
of the Honorary State FFA Degree program is : 
Ra 12 iho have rendered State Secretary Troy Dobbins - Pendleton; 
gniz 3 ep armucind State VP Holly Benenhaley - Lakewood 


outstanding service to the state agricultural 
education program. 

State Senator Daniel B. Verdin, of Laurens, 
chairman of the Senate Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee, presented a Concurrent 
Resolution of Recognition and Commendation to 
the state FFA officers on behalf of all the members 
of the SC General Assembly. 

Legislators Appreciation Day is held every 
year during FFA Week. The week of George 


Washington’s birthday was designated as National State Vice President Holly Benenhaley, State State Vice President Courtney 
FFA Week in 1947 at a National FFA Board of Vice President Courtney Threatt, Senator Daniel Threatt and Senator 
B. Verdin, State President Katie Simpson, Vincent A. Sheheen - Camden 


Directors meeting. FFA Week always runs from 
Saturday to Saturday, and encompasses February 
22, Washington’s birthday. 

The 2010-11 State FFA Officers conducted 
the ceremony at the South Carolina State House. 
They are: State President, Katie Simpson from the 
Abbeville Chapter, State Secretary, Troy Dobbins 
from the Pendleton chapter, and State Vice 
Presidents, Scott Sherard from the Calhoun Falls 
chapter, Seamus Cassidy from the Aiken chapter, 
Courtney Threatt from the McBee chapter and 
Holly Benenhaley from the Lakewood chapter in 


cae County. E.B. Earle of McBee with family 


State Secretary Troy Dobbins, Senator Floyd 
Nicholson, State Vice President Scott Sherard, 
State Vice President Seamus Cassidy 


Kemp McLeod of McBee 
State Vice President Seamus Cassidy, 
State Vice President Courtney Threatt 
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PRESENT PLANTS FOR STATE HOUSE GROUNDS 


Plant Presentation Day is an annual project of 
SC Association of Agricultural Educators in which 
beautiful spring bedding plants are contributed in 
order to landscape the State House Grounds. The 
plants are grown by FFA members, who are enrolled 
in the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
Career Cluster, as part of their hands-on-training 
experience. 

This year’s ceremony was held on April 13, 2011 
on the north side steps of the State Capitol. Mr. 

Pat Black, Vice President of the SC Agricultural 
Educators Association and Agriculture Educator at 
Branchville High School, presided over the event. 

The program began with the posting of the colors 
presented by Manning FFA Color Guard members 
William Hartley, Tiffany Chick, Nikki Harrison, 
and Crystal Billiups. The National Anthem was 
performed by Manning FFA member Siquena 
Witherspoon. 

Other program participants included Ashley 
King, President of the Clemson Collegiate FFA; 
Holly Benenhaley, Vice-President of the SCFFA 
Association; Troy Dobbins, State Secretary of the 
SCFFA Association; and Amanda Nichols, President 
of the South Carolina Association of Agriculture 
Educators. 

The plants were presented to Commissioner of 
Agriculture Hugh Weathers; State Senator Daniel 
Verdin, Chairman of the Senate Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Committee; and Dennis Haigler, 
Horticulturalist with the Division of General 
Services. Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers thanks 

the SCAAE and the SCFFA for the presentation of the 
beautiful flowers contributed to the State House. 


Receiving the Flowers are Senator Daniel Verdin and 
Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers. Flowers are 
presented by Holly Benenhaley, SCFFA Vice- President; Troy 
Dobbins, SCFFA State Secretary; Pat Black, SCAAE Vice- 
President; and Amanda Nichols, SCAAE President. 
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AN INVITATION FROM 
SCAAE PRESIDENT 


The South Carolina Association 

of Agricultural Educators is the 
organization of and for Agriculture 
Teachers. Our purpose is to provide 
support for our Agriculture Teachers in 
the Classroom in order to assist you to 
do your job effectively and efficiently. 

As President of the SCAAE, I would 
like to issue all of our Ag Teachers a 
Special invitation to attend the 2011 
South Carolina Agriculture Teachers 
Summer Conference to be held at the 
Clemson University Madren Conference 
Center and Inn on July 18 - 20. 

Our conference provides us an 
Opportunity to recognize some of you 
for your achievements, receive some 
information through our workshops 
to assist us in the classroom and 
perhaps most importantly, have time to 
fellowship as a group and learn from each other in some 
informal settings. 

As we face today’s challenges, it is even more 
important than ever to work together, learn from each 
other and support each other. That is what our conference 
is all about and I hope to see you in Clemson in July. 


2011 SC EDUCATION 
AND BUSINESS SUMMIT 


SC ASSOCIATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATORS 
CONFERENCE 
July 18 - 20, 2011 
Madren Inn & Conference Center 
Clemson University 
For more information & to register 
visit: www.SCAgEd.org 


The Office of Career and Technology 
will host the 2011 Education and 
Business Summit at the Carolina First 
Center in Greenville, South Carolina on 
Sunday, June 26 through Thursday, June 
30, 2011. Over 2,400 hundred educators 
and business partners are expected to 
attend the five-day event. 

The scope of the Summit 
programming is such that professional 
development, focused training, and 
information pertinent to the duties and responsibilities of academic and 
career-technical teachers, counselors, career specialists, middle and high 
schoo] administrators, and career center directors will be provided. 

On Monday, June 27, 2011, a special South Carolina Association 
for Career and Technical Education (SCACTE) Division Day will be 
programmed especially for educators and business partners whose teaching 
responsibilities or products and services focus on agriculture and related 
instruction or support services. This special programming component will 
begin at 10:45 a.m. and conclude at 5:30 p.m. or as determined by the 
meeting agenda. 

Keynote/General sessions are conducted each day during the event, 
featuring nationally and internationally recognized speakers. Go to www. 
ebsummit.info for the latest information about the event and to download 
registration forms and information. 

Plan now to join educators from across South Carolina at the 2011 


Education and Business Summit. 
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2011 STATE 


GREEN SEA FLoOYDS FFA 
STATE FFA AGRONOMY CHAMPIONS 


From Left: State FFA VP, Holly Benenhaley, Team 
Members Ted Cox, Danny Rabon, Josh Collins, Tanner 
Sarvis and FFA Advisor and Trainer Lee Mayfield. 
Tanner Sarvis - 3rd Place Overall Individual, Ted Cox 
- 2nd Place Overall Individual and Josh Collins - Top 
Individual in the state. The contest is conducted by the 
Agricultural Education program at Piedmont Technical 
College under the direction of Hugh Bland. 


ABBEVILLE FFA 
STATE FFA DAIRY CHAMPIONS 


From Left: State FFA VP, Scott Sherard, FFA Advisor 
and Trainer Fred Raines, Team Members Katherine 
Lawrence, Brittany Summers, Thomas Underwood, Will 
Bass and State FFA Secretary Troy Dobbins. Thomas 
Underwood - 3rd Place Overall Individual and Brittany 
Sumner - Top Individual in the state. The contest is 
conducted by the Agricultural Education program at 
Clemson University under the direction of Dr. Tom 
Dobbins. 


LAKEWOOD FFA 
STATE FFA DAIRY FOODS CHAMPIONS 


From Left: State FFA Vice-President Holly Benenhaley, 
Team Members Randi Sims, Hannah Bradham, Ginger 
Brotherton, Danny Johnson, and FFA Advisor and Trainer 
Jillian Lash. Danny Johnson - 2nd Place Overall Individual, 
while Hannah Bradham - Top Individual in the state. 


CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENT WINNERS 


WAGENER SALLEY PELION FFA 
STATE FFA TooL ID CHAMPIONS STATE FFA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT CHAMPIONS 


Team Members: Helen Rumsey, Michael Bolton, Hunter Buff and 
Shania Key. FFA Advisor & Trainer - Allen Williams. Michael 
Bolton and Hunter Buff - tied for 1st Place Overall Individual via 
perfect scores. Agri Supply Company of Florence furnished the 
State Champion team with a tool set. Also receiving perfect scores 
were Robert Coleman (Saluda FFA), Brandi Partain and Austin 
Rose (Pendleton FFA). 


Team Members: Brittany Vaughn, Scott Tager, Andrew 
Prevette, and Cameron Padgett. FFA Advisor & Trainer - 
Frank Stover. Cameron Padgett - 2nd Place Overall Individual, 
while Scott Tager - Top Individual in the state. The event 
was planned and coordinated by Jim Westerhold, professor 
of Wildlife Management at Horry-Georgetown Technical 
College. Horry-Georgetown Technical College was the 
primary sponsor of the event. Also pictured are State FFA 


MOCDMONTEEE Officers Holly Benenhaley and Courtney Threatt. 


STATE LIVESTOCK EVALUATION CHAMPIONS 


BRANDON HORN 
Little North American STATE FFA DAIRY HANDLING CHAMPION 


Animal! Veterinary Science 


Team Members: Chase Ivie, Paige Burdette, Morgan Jackson, and Austin 
Groce. Morgan Jackson - Individual High Score. Trainers - FFA Advisor 


Matt Rollins and Clemson University student teacher Jacob Fravel. Brandon Horn of the Chester FFA Chapter won the FFA State 


Dairy Handler contest. FFA Advisor & Trainer - Kip Beam. The 
contest is conducted by the Agricultural Education program at 


LEXINGTON APPLIED TECHNOLOGY CENTER FFA : 5 3 A 2 
Clemson University under the direction of Dr. Tom Dobbins. 


STATE FFA NURSERY & LANDSCAPE CHAMPIONS 


PENDLETON FFA 
STATE FFA FLORICULTURE CHAMPIONS 


Team Members: Colson Callahan, Ryan Thompson, Adam Brown, 
and Josh Brewton. Adam Brown - 3rd Place Overall Individual, 
while Colson Callahan - Top Individual in the state. FFA Advisor & 
Trainer - Tommy Harmon. Jason Bagwell, Horticulture Professor 
at Spartanburg Community College, Coordinated the event. Also 
pictured with the team are State FFA President Katie Simpson and 
State FFA Secretary Troy Dobbins. 


Team Members: Emily Forrest, Savanna Gambrell, Hannah 
Capell, Emma Job. Hannah Capell - 3rd Place Overall 
Individual, while Emma Job - 2nd Place Individual in the 
state. The FFA members were trained by FFA Advisor Blake 
Berry, Agricultural Education instructor at Pendleton High 
School. Jason Bagwell, Horticulture Professor at Spartanburg 
Community College, oordinated the event. Also pictured with 
Team Members: Cody Bishop, Joey Brown, and Andrew Fanning. the team are State FFA President Katie Simpson and State FFA 

Andrew Fanning 3d Place Overall Individual in the state. The Secretary Troy Dobbins. 
FFA members were trained by FFA Advisor Barry Hawkins, 
Agricultural Education instructor at Edisto High School. 


EpDIsTO FFA- STATE FFA 
TRACTOR OPERATIONS & SAFETY CHAMPIONS 
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education Foundation Helps 
Blythewood Ag Program 


In response to recent budget cuts, the Blythewood 
community has developed an Education Foundation which 
allows local business to provide support for educational 
programs in the area. 

The Blythewood High School Agriculture program is one 
program that has benefited from the Foundation’s support. 
Tom Willingham, Agricultural Teacher, has been able to add 
several courses because of the support. 

An Agricultural Mechanics course was added which has 
partnered with Midlands Bio-Fuels to develop a bio-fuel 
processing plant. The plant will develop bio-fuels for lawn 
mowers and tractors used to maintain school grounds. 

Other new courses being developed in partnership with the 
Foundation are Equine Science and Small Animal Care. 


Dixie High School 
Host Ag Olympics 
Incelebrationof Si [ii —) 

National Teach Ag 
Day, held on March 
24, 2011, the Dixie 
FFA sponsored the 
First Annual Ag 
Olympics. Some of 
the fun filled games 
included milk 
chug (pictured), 
log roll, log carry, 
horseshoes, tractor pull, bubble trouble, egg toss, barrel racing 
and hay bale toss. Competition was held between classes with 
the seniors taking Ist place, sophomores 2™, juniors 3", and 
freshmen 4". The Ag Olympics raised over $500 which will 
go to the Aaron Powell Memorial Scholarship Fund. 


Strom Thurmond Is 
Adopt-A-Highway Winner 


In the 2009-10 
school year, the 
Strom Thurmond FFA 
Chapter began it’s 
participation in the 
Adopt-A-Highway 
Program for Edgefield 
County. The group 
picked up trash on Star 
Road and Par Drive 
three times during 
2010 with over 20 
volunteers. In March, 
they were named the 
winner for Edgefield 
County. In April, a 
delegation from the chapter attended an awards banquet in 
Columbia where they were also named the winner for District 
2. This award makes the Strom Thurmond FFA one of the top 
7 Adopt-A-Highway programs out of over 3000 in SC. 


Julia Miller, Strom Thurmond FFA 
President, Darla Steele, Strom 
Thurmond FFA Advisor & Brenda 
Hartley, Edgefield County Adopt- 
A-Highway Representative 
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Grant to Fund Barn ak NFHS 


The Nation Ford FFA Chapter has been 
awarded a $9,000 grant to build a barn for 
the school by the Lutz Foundation. Most 
Nation Ford students do not have access 
to property to raise any type of livestock. 
However, there is a strong interest amongst 
the students. The grant will provide 
funds for a barn to 
house animals for 
direct instruction in 
the Animal Science 
courses and project 
animals (meat goats, 
hogs, pullets, etc.) 
for FFA Chapter 
Members. Community 
donors have also contributed to the barn project with in-kind services, 
fencing, and equipment. The grant was awarded in March, and 
construction has already begun. The chapter hopes to have the barn 
operational by June. 


2011 Miss SC FFA Pageant 


The 2011 Miss SC 
FFA Pageant was held 
on Friday, March 4 at 
the Fine Arts Center in 
Batesburg-Leesville. The 
pageant was hosted by 
the Batesburg-Leesville 
FFA Chapter where 
Libby Hrlic-Templeton is 
the Advisor. This year’s 
pageant featured 23 girls 
from 13 schools competing for a $500 scholarship. The scholarship 
was sponsored by Country Meats. Pictured Left to Right: Allie Jhant 
Thurmond - 2™ runner up, Angel Woody Pendleton - 1 runner up, 
Becky Walker Pelion - Miss SC FFA, Hannah Capell Pendleton - 3 
runner up, and Kinsley Reeves Thurmond - 4" runner up. 


Barnwell Career Center FFA 
Champions Of The Environment 


Thanks to a grant, provided 
last year by the SCDHEC 
“Champions of the 
Environment” program, 
agriculture students at 
Barnwell County Career 
Center constructed and 
installed wood duck nest 
boxes and bird houses 
inside the Barnwell County 
Industrial Park. Wildlife 
students will maintain the nest boxes on Turkey Creek in Barnwell for 
the SCDNR. Approximately every 6 to 8 weeks, students check the 

nest boxes and report data to the SCDNR. Reports provide information 
regarding the use of the nest boxes to help maintain population records. 
Students look for intact eggs, hatched eggs, and evidence of predators or 
other users of the boxes with each check. The ability of the students to 
identify Wood Duck eggs and Hooded Merganser eggs is necessary to 
correctly report data. The group currently maintains records on 18 nest 


boxes in the county. 
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Start growing a career. 


We all know that agriculture is an important part of South Carolina's ASSOCIATE DEGREES: 
heritage. But did you know that agriculture-based businesses play a - A.S., Agriculture Education Transfer Option 


critical and expanding role in the growth of the state’s economy? - A.A.S., Major in Horticulture Technology 
- A.S., Horticulture and/or Turfgrass, Clemson Transfer 


What does all this mean for you? It means that getting an education - A.A.S., Major in General Technology 
in agriculture from Piedmont Technical College can give you the 
right foundation to be a part of one of the most promising fields in CERTIFICATES: 


the state. Our Agriculture and Horticulture Technology programs + Basic Agriculture 
provide extensive hands-on training and real-world experience in + Advanced Agriculture 
the field. And if you want to continue your education, our transfer + Horticulture Landscape Management 


agreements with Clemson University ensure that your work here 


plants the seed for future success. 


Take the next step today! 


CALL AG: (864)445-3144 or HORT: (864)941-8671 . 
CLICK www.ptc.edu/agriculture or www.ptc.edu/horticulture Technical College 


SAS AG: bland.h@ptc.edu or HORT: white.k@ptc.edu Your goals. Our mission. 


ABBEVILLE EDGEFIELD GREENWOOD LAURENS MCCORMICK NEWBERRY SALUDA 


Explore Career Choices in Golf & Sports Turf Management 


Enroll today in the only two-year degree Golf and Sports Turf Management program in South Carolina and 
one of the top three programs in the United States. The Quail Creek Golf club adjacent to the Conway campus 
and BB&T Field, home of the Myrtle Beach Pelicans, provide ideal learning laboratories. 


Consider a Career in Forestry Management 

Protect and manage our forests and the environment. More than a 
half-million acres of state, federal land and private estates near Georgetown, 
South Carolina, are your laboratory. Prepare for jobs in public and private 


sectors. 


Ask about our university transfer options. 


APPLY TODAY 
& HEAD FOR THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 


Call 843.347.3186 or for more information 
visit us online at www. HGTC.edu. 


HORRY 
GEORGETOWN 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


Conway | Georgetown | Myrtle Beach 


Fiorticulture 


Vlicrobiology 


Soil & Sustainable Crofr 


Turfgrass 


Wildlife & Fisheries 


reRehabilitation Sciences 


Biology 


| CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 


College of Agriculture, Forestry & Life Sciences 


The College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences’ 
ability to understand and manipulate the molecular structure of 
biological systems offers us immense potential to improve our 
world, whether it is improving items such as food, building 
products, the environment or human health. From cell research 
to food production to packaged materials to global issues, we 
are developing partnerships for the future to make our world 
greener, healthier, tastier and weatlhier ... One Discovery at a Time! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ww. _ Katie Black, Recruitment Coordinator 
cafls_recruitl@clemson.edu 


888-472-5433 (tollfree) 


Financing Future Farmers 


AgSouth Farm Credit proudly supports FFA and salutes the 
achievements of its student-members. 


Farm, Real Estate, Home Mortgage Loans and more! 


866-585-6234 | www.agsouthfc.com 


sc farmers work hard for their money. 
We work hard for SC farmers. 


For over 60 years, we’ve helped our members 
with a more-than-effective voice in government, annual cuss vary by county (no more than $40). 
award-winning educational programs and pi re petri nr 


outstanding value-added member benefits. erpenss they are orénary & necessary in the conduct of the taxpayer’ rate or DUST. 
We're all about agriculture. Won't you join us? www.SCFB.org ¢ 1-866-FB-Member 


